
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 

The Episcopal Church in Fort Worth  

December 24th, 2024 

 

 

The Feast of the Nativity of 

Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 
4:00 p.m. 

Festival Choral Eucharist 

Rite II 

 

 

 

The Vestry and Staff wish you 

 a blessed and joyous Christmas season! 

 

 

 

Please turn off cellphones and other electronic devices  
that could intrude on the solemnity of this service.  
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Festival Choral Eucharist 
Please be sure your children receive an animal from the ushers. 

The Organ Prelude, Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ BWV 604                             Johann Sebastian Bach    

During the procession, the children follow Mthr. Hill 
to the crèche and place their animals before the Christ Child.  

The Festival Procession 

Hymn 83, O come, all ye faithful (stand) ADESTE FIDELES 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: 
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold 

him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

People Amen. 

Please remain standing for the Gospel. 
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The Holy Gospel, Luke 2:1-14 Revised Standard Version 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 
went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 
he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who 
was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to be delivered.  And 
she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. And in that region there 
were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel 
of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them and they 

were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you 
good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!”  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon (sit) 

The Nicene Creed (stand) 

We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty,  
     maker of heaven and earth,  
     of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
     the only Son of God,  
     eternally begotten of the Father,  
     God from God, Light from Light,  
     true God from true God,  
     begotten, not made,  
     of one Being with the Father.  
     Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

     he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
     he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
     and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
     he suffered death and was buried.  
     On the third day he rose again  
       in accordance with the Scriptures;  
     he ascended into heaven  
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
     and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
     He has spoken through the Prophets.  
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
       and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People, Form IV 
The Deacon and People pray responsively. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth,                       
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;                     
that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources             
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ                          
in them, and love one another as he loves us. 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage                           
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled;                  
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.  

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant 
that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the Name of the Lord. 

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion 

The Organ Offertory, Noël in G major (sit) Louis-Claude Daquin 

 

The Presentation, Hymn 79 (stand) ST. LOUIS 
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The Eucharistic Prayer, Prayer B 

 
The Celebrant continues.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be 

born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh 

of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and 

receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

The Sanctus, Hymn S 129  Robert Powell 

 

The People shall kneel. 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 

his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 

all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People AMEN. 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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The Our Father, Hymn S 119 Plainsong, adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  

The Fraction Anthem 

 

 

 

 



10 

 

The Invitation 

Celebrant   The Gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Ministration of Communion 

If you have been baptized and receive communion in your home church, we invite you to join us for 
Communion. If you have not been baptized, please come to the altar rail for a blessing.  

 

The Communion Music, Andante sostenuto (from Symphonie Gothique) Charles-Marie Widor 

The Post Communion Prayer (kneel)         

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Christmas Blessing (kneel)  

Celebrant   May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you 

in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of 
his holiness; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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The Procession         

 Hymn 87, Hark! the herald angels sing                         MENDELSSOHN 
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The People shall kneel as the lights are dimmed.  

The Hymn  

 Hymn 111, Silent night                STILLE NACHT 

 

 

 

 

The Dismissal  
Celebrant   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

        People        Thanks be to God.  

The Organ Postlude, The Holy Boy John Ireland 
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Lay and Ordained Ministers 

CELEBRANT/PREACHER 

The Rev. M. Madeleine Hill 

DEACON OF THE MASS 

The Rev. Zachary Bartkus  

ASSISTING CLERGY 

The Rev. Christina van Liew 

ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER 

Clive Driskill-Smith 

 

SUBDEACON 

Harriett Shadle 

LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Bill Greenhill, Bennet Westfall, Kate Westfall 

ACOLYTES 

Rhodes Allen, Walker Allen, Margaret Anderson, Caroline Burk, 

Kate Heflin, Kara Heflin, Charlie Heflin 

 

BAMBINO BEARER 

Raphael Sahliyeh 

 

USHERS AND GREETERS 

Tasa Anderson, Jon Drago, Richard Wilson, Nancy Wilson 

Lynn Nichols, Jeff Nichols 
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Coloring Page 
The Holy Family 
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Coloring Page 
An Angel Appearing to the Shepherds 
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